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Editorial Review

Review
"Here is sound philosophical support for cooperation between the government and faith-based groups." --
Jim Towey- Former Legal Counsel to Mother Teresa

"Maritain inspires the average democratic citizen to carry faith into the public square" -- Gerard V. Bradley,
U. of Notre Dame Law School

From the Inside Flap
Some Americans claim we should exclude Christian values from the public square. On the contrary, argues
philosopher Jacques Maritain, good Christians make good citizens.

They live by gospel values: honesty, integrity, and compassion. They obey the law. They resist the
selfishness that unbelief and materialism breed. And they subordinate their own interests to the common
good.

No wonder, says Maritain, that American democracy which arose from a Christian people has served so well
and lasted so long.

Here Maritain shows that in a society unleavened by religious ideals, an enduring democracy can never take
root. And once a religious people abandons its faith, even the greatest democracy must wither and die.
Untethered from transcendent values, democracy becomes little more than a struggle to be won by the most
powerful and the ruthless.

The hour is late. Too long have we stood by while politicians promise never to let their religious beliefs
influence their political judgments. Too long has a false understanding of democracy cowed us into laying
aside our Christian values when we vote.

As Maritain demonstrates in these lucid pages, Christians are vital to democracy. Good Christians make
good citizens, and good citizens make strong democracies. If America and her ideals are to endure, says
Maritain, Christians and their values must not be excluded from public discourse, but eagerly welcomed into
it.

About the Author
Jacques Maritain (1882-1973) taught philosophy in Europe and America, served as French ambassador to the
Vatican, and wrote numerous books on the dignity of the person and on the relation of Christianity and
democracy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wayne Ross:

Here thing why this particular Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in



the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Christianity, Democracy, and the
American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Christianity, Democracy, and the American
Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Christianity, Democracy, and the
American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader in e-book can be your alternate.

Lucinda Brown:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A
Jacques Maritain Reader as the daily resource information.

Jo Melvin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option
to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Christianity, Democracy, and the
American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Gregory Sims:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques
Maritain Reader. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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