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Nearly two decades after leaving office and four years after his death, the legend
of Ronald Reagan looms larger than ever over America's political life. Nowhere
has that been more evident than in the 2008 presidential campaign, with
Republicans - especially presumptive nominee John McCain - appearing to run
more aggressively for the Reagan mantle than for the White House itself, and
with even Democrats debating how to add some Reagan lustre to their
progressive platform. It will build upon existing volume of works about the
Reagan presidency, more contemporary news accounts and the work of the
Ronald Reagan Legacy Project, with interviews with key Reagan scholars and
contemporaries, to produce a narrative arc that breaks down the key myths about
Reagan and his record, the intentional creation of these myths in the 1990s and
2000s and their role in 21st Century politics, including the Bush presidency, the
2008 election, and beyond
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In an attempt to challenge the legend that has sprung up around Ronald Reagan's presidency over the past
decade, Bunch, a Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist, argues that the Reagan myth is dangerous because,
unlike other American presidents held up as heroes, like Abraham Lincoln or Thomas Jefferson, reverence
for Reagan did not emerge organically. Rather, the GOP hatched the Reagan myth, feeding it to the news
media for purposes that were essentially partisan in nature... pulling off a maneuver that was unprecedented
in American history. The result has been a simplified reconstruction of Reagan, from far from universally
popular president to the man who ended the Cold War and spurred unprecedented economic growth. Bunch
contends Reagan was responsible for neither, at least not singlehandedly. Instead, he claims that the 40th
president's real achievement lay in his ability to compromise, an element of his leadership conservatives have
ignored since he left office. Neither Bunch's arguments nor his prose are powerful enough to do more than
slightly tarnish Reagan's halo, but his book capably puts into perspective an imperfect but fascinating
administration. (Feb.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The Ronald Reagan who won the cold war, cut taxes, shrank the government, saved the
economy, and was the most beloved president since FDR is a myth, Bunch says. The cold war fizzled out
primarily because of Soviet economic collapse. Reagan cut taxes just once, in 1991, and thereafter raised
them yearly. He vastly expanded the government and burdened the economy with enormous deficits.
Moreover, his approval ratings were just average, reflecting his divisiveness as a political figure. Bunch also
shows that however tough-talking, Reagan was a negotiator who achieved nuclear arms reductions by talking
with Soviet leader Gorbachev and got into the Iran-Contra mess because he wouldn’t send combat troops
abroad. In practice, especially of foreign policy, he was a pragmatist, not an ideologue. The truculent jingoist
of the myth was concocted after Alzheimer’s silenced the man and the would-be juggernaut launched by the
GOP’s 1994 election triumph crashed and burned before a Democratic president who shrank government and
the deficit, balanced the budget, and even racked up surpluses. Bunch names the leading, venal mythmakers
and shames the myth exploiters, too. Anyone interested in America’s immediate future should read this
book. --Ray Olson

Review
"The Ronald Reagan who won the cold war, cut taxes, shrank the government, saved the economy, and was
the most beloved president since FDR is a myth, Bunch says....The truculent jingoist of the myth was
concocted after Alzheimer's silenced the man and the would-be juggernaut launched by the GOP's 1994
election triumph crashed and burned before a Democratic president who shrank government and the deficit,
balanced the budget, and even racked up surpluses. Bunch names the leading, venal mythmakers and shames
the myth exploiters, too. Anyone interested in America's immediate future should read this book."--
"Booklist"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Kevin Gans:

The book Tear Down This Myth: How the Reagan Legacy Has Distorted Our Politics and Haunts Our Future
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Tear Down This Myth: How the Reagan Legacy Has
Distorted Our Politics and Haunts Our Future to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like available and read a e-book Tear Down This Myth: How the Reagan Legacy Has Distorted Our
Politics and Haunts Our Future. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Lawrence Rowe:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book Tear Down This Myth: How the Reagan Legacy Has Distorted Our
Politics and Haunts Our Future it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book provides high quality.

Marie Flynt:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Tear Down This Myth:
How the Reagan Legacy Has Distorted Our Politics and Haunts Our Future which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Felicia Sharpton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Tear Down This Myth: How the Reagan Legacy Has Distorted Our Politics and Haunts Our
Future can make you really feel more interested to read.
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