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This second edition of Designing Tall Buildings, an accessible reference to guide
you through the fundamental principles of designing high-rises, features two new
chapters, additional sections, 400 images, project examples, and updated US and
international codes. Each chapter focuses on a theme central to tall-building
design, giving a comprehensive overview of the related architecture and
structural engineering concepts. Author Mark Sarkisian, PE, SE, LEED® AP
BD+C, provides clear definitions of technical terms and introduces important
equations, gradually developing your knowledge. Projects drawn from SOM’s
vast portfolio of built high-rises, many of which Sarkisian engineered,
demonstrate these concepts.

This book advises you to consider the influence of a particular site's geology,
wind conditions, and seismicity. Using this contextual knowledge and analysis,
you can determine what types of structural solutions are best suited for a tower
on that site. You can then conceptualize and devise efficient structural systems
that are not only safe, but also constructible and economical. Sarkisian also
addresses the influence of nature in design, urging you to integrate structure and
architecture for buildings of superior performance, sustainability, and aesthetic
excellence.
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This second edition of Designing Tall Buildings, an accessible reference to guide you through the
fundamental principles of designing high-rises, features two new chapters, additional sections, 400 images,
project examples, and updated US and international codes. Each chapter focuses on a theme central to tall-
building design, giving a comprehensive overview of the related architecture and structural engineering
concepts. Author Mark Sarkisian, PE, SE, LEED® AP BD+C, provides clear definitions of technical terms
and introduces important equations, gradually developing your knowledge. Projects drawn from SOM’s vast
portfolio of built high-rises, many of which Sarkisian engineered, demonstrate these concepts.

This book advises you to consider the influence of a particular site's geology, wind conditions, and
seismicity. Using this contextual knowledge and analysis, you can determine what types of structural
solutions are best suited for a tower on that site. You can then conceptualize and devise efficient structural
systems that are not only safe, but also constructible and economical. Sarkisian also addresses the influence
of nature in design, urging you to integrate structure and architecture for buildings of superior performance,
sustainability, and aesthetic excellence.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Designing Tall Buildings is the best book on structures and architecture available. It appeals to both
architects and engineers, capturing the "why" and the "how" of tall building construction. It explains the
history of tall buildings and details the structural rationale behind the art. Mark Sarkisian is a brilliant and
engaging instructor, bringing structural theory to life. This book is a must-read for all designers." - Mary
Comerio, Professor of the Graduate School, UC Berkeley, USA

"Designing Tall Buildings is a seminal reference guide that clearly illustrates the inseparability of
architecture, structural design, and local context in the realization of tall buildings around the world. As one
of SOM’s foremost structural engineering partners and a global thought leader on skyscraper design, Mark
Sarkisian is the perfect author to give this message." – Antony Wood, Executive Director, Council on Tall
Buildings and Urban Habitat, USA

"Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture clearly discusses the roles that structural design and
nature play in tall buildings. Mark Sarkisian communicates an intuitive understanding of the
interrelationships between forces at play. Clear and well written, with definitions at the end of each chapter,
this book serves as an excellent learning tool." - Jon Daniel Davey, AIA, Professor of Architecture,
Southern Illinois University, USA

"Sarkisian’s Designing Tall Buildings provides a masterful discussion of the synergy of architecture and
structural engineering in landmark building designs by SOM. This book has inspired both students and
faculty in design studio courses at Stanford University that aspire to combine technical rigor and creative
thinking in architecture and engineering through the art of tall building design."- Greg Deierlein,
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Stanford University, USA

About the Author

Mark Sarkisian, PE, SE, LEED® AP BD+C, is the Partner-in-Charge of Seismic and Structural Engineering
in the San Francisco office of SOM. He has developed innovative structural solutions for more than 100
international building projects, including some of the tallest buildings ever constructed. A world-renowned
leader in the design of high performance seismic and environmentally responsible structural systems,
Sarkisian has patented numerous inventions and has additional patents pending. He teaches, publishes, and
lectures frequently around the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add



your knowledge by the guide entitled Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture. Try to face the
book Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Derrick Robertson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Designing Tall Buildings:
Structure as Architecture. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Evelyn Roberts:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Designing Tall Buildings:
Structure as Architecture, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Michael Canton:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Designing Tall Buildings: Structure as Architecture when you essential it?
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