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The Harry Potter Books Were Just The Beginning of the Story...

During the brief span of just one decade, hundreds of millions of perfectly
ordinary people made history: they became the only ones who would remember
what it was like when the Harry Potter saga was still unfinished. What it was like
to seek out friends, families, online forums, fan fiction, and podcasts to get a fix
between novels. When the potential death of a character was a hotter bet than the
World Series. When the unfolding story of a boy wizard changed the way books
are read for all time.

And as webmistress of the Leaky Cauldron, one of the most popular Harry Potter
sites on the Internet, Melissa Anelli had a front row seat to it all. Whether it was
helping Scholastic stop leaks and track down counterfeiters, hosting live
PotterCasts at bookstores across the country, touring with the wizard rock band
Harry and the Potters, or traveling to Edinburgh to interview J. K. Rowling
personally, Melissa was at the center of the Harry Potter tornado, and nothing
about her life would ever be the same.

The Harry Potter books are a triumph of the imagination that did far more than
break sales records for all time. They restored the world's sense of wonder and
took on a magical life of their own. Now the series has ended, but the story is not
over. With remembrances from J. K. Rowling's editors, agents, publicists, fans,
and Rowling herself, Melissa Anelli takes us on a personal journey through every
aspect of the Harry Potter phenomenon -- from his very first spell to his lasting
impact on the way we live and dream.
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The Harry Potter Books Were Just The Beginning of the Story...

During the brief span of just one decade, hundreds of millions of perfectly ordinary people made history:
they became the only ones who would remember what it was like when the Harry Potter saga was still
unfinished. What it was like to seek out friends, families, online forums, fan fiction, and podcasts to get a fix
between novels. When the potential death of a character was a hotter bet than the World Series. When the
unfolding story of a boy wizard changed the way books are read for all time.

And as webmistress of the Leaky Cauldron, one of the most popular Harry Potter sites on the Internet,
Melissa Anelli had a front row seat to it all. Whether it was helping Scholastic stop leaks and track down
counterfeiters, hosting live PotterCasts at bookstores across the country, touring with the wizard rock band
Harry and the Potters, or traveling to Edinburgh to interview J. K. Rowling personally, Melissa was at the
center of the Harry Potter tornado, and nothing about her life would ever be the same.

The Harry Potter books are a triumph of the imagination that did far more than break sales records for all
time. They restored the world's sense of wonder and took on a magical life of their own. Now the series has
ended, but the story is not over. With remembrances from J. K. Rowling's editors, agents, publicists, fans,
and Rowling herself, Melissa Anelli takes us on a personal journey through every aspect of the Harry Potter
phenomenon -- from his very first spell to his lasting impact on the way we live and dream.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
With infectious, at times frenetic, excitement, Anelli presents two narratives in this hip report on how a boy
wizard became a rock star. The first is a love letter to the fans of J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter: a smart,
creative, multinational, generation-spanning and technology-driven community. In the second, Anelli gives
readers an exhaustive, if often jumbled, time line of Harry Potter's popularity. Appropriately for the
webmistress of the Leaky Cauldron Web site, the author pays attention to the power of the Internet and its
symbiotic relationship with fan communities, known as fandoms. Anelli attributes the evolution of fandoms
principally to Harry Potter—an error that ignores other fandom phenomena like Star Trek or The X-Files. As
she details her work with the Leaky Cauldron, readers get a view into the publishing world and the
impressive tale of Harry Potter's ascension. Anelli also shares sweet scenes of meeting Rowling and the
actors who portray the characters in the films. Fans will recognize themselves in these pages, and the curious
might finally understand their friends. (Nov. 4)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The words Harry Potter conjure up not only images of a successful seven-book series about a boy wizard but
also the epic economic and cultural phenomenon it inspired. Author Anelli was front and center for much of
this evolution and, as webmistress of the popular fan site the Leaky Cauldron, may even have contributed to
it. Her painstakingly detailed account of the phenomenon’s many aspects—fan sites, fan fiction, movies,
promotional tours, podcasts, rock bands, and more—will be of interest primarily to hardcore devotees (and
possibly, someday, to cultural anthropologists). Meanwhile, admirers of the books themselves will find less
of interest here but will still enjoy the insider’s glimpses Anelli offers of Harry’s creator, J. K. Rowling, and
of the series’ publishing history, though there is little analysis of how the books changed people’s attitudes
toward reading and children’s literature. Although she’s not a particularly graceful writer, Anelli is a true
believer, and her passionate devotion to all things Harry is often endearing and undeniably infectious. --
Michael Cart

Review
"Chronicling ten years of Pottermania, Anelli dishes up a revealing, delicious insider's view." ---Kirkus
Starred Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Harry, A
History: The True Story of a Boy Wizard, His Fans, and Life Inside the Harry Potter Phenomenon? Maybe it
is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Alberto Redden:

The book Harry, A History: The True Story of a Boy Wizard, His Fans, and Life Inside the Harry Potter
Phenomenon give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Harry, A History: The True Story of a Boy Wizard, His Fans, and
Life Inside the Harry Potter Phenomenon being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like start and read a reserve Harry, A History: The True Story of a Boy Wizard, His Fans, and Life
Inside the Harry Potter Phenomenon. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Joyce Pippin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. Harry, A History: The True Story of a Boy Wizard, His Fans, and Life
Inside the Harry Potter Phenomenon can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those
short extra time problems.

David Blackwood:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top checklist in
your reading list is Harry, A History: The True Story of a Boy Wizard, His Fans, and Life Inside the Harry
Potter Phenomenon. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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