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Thirty years ago, Alfred Crosby published a small work that illuminated a simple
point, that the most important changes brought on by the voyages of Columbus
were not social or political, but biological in nature. The book told the story of
how 1492 sparked the movement of organisms, both large and small, in both
directions across the Atlantic. This Columbian exchange, between the Old World
and the New, changed the history of our planet drastically and forever.

The book The Columbian Exchange changed the field of history drastically and
forever as well. It has become one of the foundational works in the burgeoning
field of environmental history, and it remains one of the canonical texts for the
study of world history. This 30th anniversary edition of The Columbian
Exchange includes a new preface from the author, reflecting on the book and its
creation, and a new foreword by J. R. McNeill that demonstrates how Crosby
established a brand new perspective for understanding ecological and social
events. As the foreword indicates, The Columbian Exchange remains a vital
book, a small work that contains within the inspiration for future examinations
into what happens when two peoples, separated by time and space, finally meet.
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Thirty years ago, Alfred Crosby published a small work that illuminated a simple point, that the most
important changes brought on by the voyages of Columbus were not social or political, but biological in
nature. The book told the story of how 1492 sparked the movement of organisms, both large and small, in
both directions across the Atlantic. This Columbian exchange, between the Old World and the New, changed
the history of our planet drastically and forever.

The book The Columbian Exchange changed the field of history drastically and forever as well. It has
become one of the foundational works in the burgeoning field of environmental history, and it remains one
of the canonical texts for the study of world history. This 30th anniversary edition of The Columbian
Exchange includes a new preface from the author, reflecting on the book and its creation, and a new
foreword by J. R. McNeill that demonstrates how Crosby established a brand new perspective for
understanding ecological and social events. As the foreword indicates, The Columbian Exchange remains a
vital book, a small work that contains within the inspiration for future examinations into what happens when
two peoples, separated by time and space, finally meet.
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Editorial Review

Review
Crosby put ecological history on the map. His pioneering text has awakened, inspired, and challenged a
generation of readers. It will, undoubtedly, become more relevant as the pace of global exchange increases. -
The Sixteenth Century Journal

The Columbian Exchange is a seminal, educational, and uniquely insightful contribution to Native
American, Medical History, and World History Studies reference collections and reading lists. - Library
Bookwatch

About the Author

Alfred W. Crosby, Jr. is professor emeritus of American studies, history, and geography at the University
of Texas, Austin. He is the author of Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe,
900–1900 (1986), America's Forgotten Pandemic: The Influenza of 1918 (1989), The Measure of Reality:
Quantification and Western Society, 1250–1600 (1997), and most recently Throwing Fire: Projectile
Technology through History (2002).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

The book The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary
Edition can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural
Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary Edition? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary Edition has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Anne Hernandez:

Often the book The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary
Edition will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary Edition is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.



Jean Gonzales:

Exactly why? Because this The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th
Anniversary Edition is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Roberta Lawrence:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Columbian Exchange: Biological and
Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary Edition guide written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still skepticism The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492, 30th Anniversary
Edition as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break
don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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