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In this illuminating tour of humanity, Joy Hendry and Simon Underdown reveal
the origins of our species, and the fabric of human society, through the discipline
of anthropology. Via fascinating case studies and discoveries, they unravel our
understanding of human behaviours and beliefs, including how witchcraft has
been used to justify misfortune, and debunk old-fashioned ideas about “race”
based upon the latest genetic research. They even share what our bathroom tells
us about our concept of the body – and ourselves.

From our evolutionary ancestors, through our rites of passage, to our responses to
globalization, Hendry and Underdown provide the essential first step to
understanding the world as an anthropologist would – in all its diversity and
commonality.
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In this illuminating tour of humanity, Joy Hendry and Simon Underdown reveal the origins of our species,
and the fabric of human society, through the discipline of anthropology. Via fascinating case studies and
discoveries, they unravel our understanding of human behaviours and beliefs, including how witchcraft has
been used to justify misfortune, and debunk old-fashioned ideas about “race” based upon the latest genetic
research. They even share what our bathroom tells us about our concept of the body – and ourselves.

From our evolutionary ancestors, through our rites of passage, to our responses to globalization, Hendry and
Underdown provide the essential first step to understanding the world as an anthropologist would – in all its
diversity and commonality.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An excellent place to start discovering the range and depth of anthropological enquiry.”
--Robert A. Foley – Director of the Leverhulme Centre for Human Evolutionary Studies, University of
Cambridge

--“A superb guide, one of the very few to combine biological and social approaches.”
David Shankland – Director of the Royal Anthropological Institute

--“A wonderfully accessible introduction, with a clear focus on the needs of students first coming to the
field.”
Dr Faye Healey-Clough – Anthropology lecturer, Gloucestershire College, UK

About the Author
Joy Hendry is Professor Emerita of Social Anthropology at Oxford Brookes University in the UK and is
author of the university-level textbook Sharing Our Worlds, now in its second edition.

Simon Underdown is Senior Lecturer in Biological Anthropology at Oxford Brookes University, where his
research explores human evolution and disease.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benedict Wilkerson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Anthropology: A
Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Fred Peterson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share



the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides), you may tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Barbera Champ:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides) this reserve consist
a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

William Holmes:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is named of book Anthropology: A Beginner's Guide (Beginner's Guides). You can add your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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